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PILGRIMAGE 

Sunday, March 9, 1952 

of the 
WASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
to Elkhorn Tavern and Leetown 
in qommemoration of the 
90th Anniversary 

of the 

BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE 


March 7-8, 1862 


The Pea Ridge battlefield is in Benton County. But the story of the 
battle is interwoven with events in such Washington County communities 
as Fayetteville, Elm Springs and Cane Hill. Washington County was well 
represented in the Arkansas regiments that fought in McCulloch's Con- 
federate division. Few Washington County men were in the Union army at 
Pea Ridge, because large-scale Federal recruiting in our county did 
not begin until after the battle. 

All the Confederate troops that fought at Pea Ridge were acquainted 
with Fayetteville. Price's Missourians and McCulloch's Texans had 
spent some time in Fayetteville after the battle of Wilson's Creek, 
Missouri. Hebert's Louisianians had spent the winter of 1861-62 in 
Fayetteville. And all the troops that crossed the Boston Mountains 
from VanBuren enroute to Pea Ridge had camped at Cane Hill and rendez-— 
voused at Elm Springs, In fact, Elm Springs in Washington County was 
the jumping-off place for the battle of Pea Ridge, 

While the battle itself was fought in Benton County, most of the 
Confederate and Union soldiers who died at Pea Ridge now sleep in Fay- 
etteville cemeteries, 

So it is only right that the Washington County Historical Society 
should observe the 90th anniversary of the battle, A pilgrimage to Pea 
Ridge on March 9 and the publication of this special edition of FLASH- 
BACK are our Society's contributions to the observance, 

This special edition is dedicated to the memory of the Confederate 
dead who sleep in the Confederate cemetery on East Mountain in Fay- 
etteville and the Union dead who sleep in Fayetteville's National Cem- 
eterye ~— W. J. Lemke 


New York War Correspondent at Battle of Pea Ridge 


From correspondent to New York Herald: 


Pea Ridge, Arkansas, March 9, 1862—yYour correspondent and a fellow 
journalist were standing in the road in front of the Elkhorn Tavern 
where a good view was afforded. Shells which were thrown too high for 
effect upon Colonel Vandever's brigade were just the elevation for the 
Elkhorn, and a rifled cannon projectile passing within a few feet and 
bursting 20 yards beyond me, rendered my notes of the moment difficult 
to decipher, 

Two companies of infantry were drawn up near the house awaiting mov- 
ing orders. A shell burst in their midst, kihling two men and wounding 
five others, Another struck in the yard in the rear of the house, in 
its explosion shattering the leg of an old soldier in Quartermaster 
Carr's employ. Still another fell among some horse teams, frightening 
one into running away, directly up the road and over into the enemy's 
lines, where it was lost. In its flight several of our soldiers were 
run over, one being seriously and three or four slightly wounded, 

The drivers of some twenty or more wagons took fright and started 
for the camp at full speed, Had it not been for the determined course 
of Quartermaster Carr, who, pistol in hand, brought them to a halt, a 
serious stampede would have been the result. A solid shot struck the 
house and passed completely through, injuring no one, as the family 
had taken shelter in the cellar, 

The lines of the contending armies were not more than 300 yards apart 
during the night, and each party rested on its arms and passed the 
long hours till dawn without lighting fires. 

Daybreak and sunrise at last, Not the bright clear sun that rose 
over Austerlitz and cheered Napoleon to his great victory, but a dull 
copper-tinted globe, slowly pushing itself up through the murky cloud 
of cannon—-smoke that even the long hours of a winter night had not 
dispelled, | 

Behind a tree was stretched a corpse, with two-thirds of its head 
blown away by the explosion of a shell, and near it a musket, broken 
into three pieces, Still further along was the body of a rebel soldier 
who had been killed by a grapeshot through the breast. A letter had 
fallen from his pocket, which, on examination, proved to be a long and 
well—written love-—epistle from his betrothed in East Tennessee, It was 
addressed to Pleasant J. Williams, Heise eee Regiment, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, 


BATTLE BRIEFS 
General VanDorn left his commissary train at Bentonville. The Con- 
federate troops were issued four days! cooked rations on March 5. 


A regiment of Federal troops that had been sent to Huntsville made 
a forced march back to Elkhorn on March 6 -—- a distance of 41 miles -- 
and arrived in time for the battle. 


The highest-ranking Union officer killed in the battle was Colonel 
Hendricks. Colonels Asboth and Carr, who commanded the 2nd and Ath 
Federal divisions, were wounded, 


Marker on Highway 62: 

BATTLEFIELD OF PEA RIDGE. Here was fought most important Civil War 
engagement west of Mississippi. 1 mile west,Battle of Leetown March 7. 
1 mile north, battle of Elkhorn Tavern March 8, 1862, Union forces 
10,500. 59 pieces of artillery. Confederate 16, 202. Confederate gener-— 
als McCulloch and McIntosh killed. at Leetown, Genarall Slack killed and 
Saas) Sy Price wounded at Elkhorn Tavern, . , 


_ The Battle of Pea Rages March 7-8, 1862. 


(In order that the members of our Society who visit Pea Ridge on the 
90th: anniversary of the battle will be able to understand the action 
during the battle and locate the points of interest, we have prepared 
the following brief account -- based. on the sources listed at. the end 
of this article, WJL) . 


The military activity in northwest Arkansas. that. culminated in the 
battle of Pea’Ridge began early in February 1862 when Gen. Samuel R. 
Curtis crossed the state line with four divisions of. Federal troops. 

The Confederate general, Sterling Price, was operating in this area, 
from camps at Cross Hollows and Elm Springs, Other Confederate’ troops 
were stationed at Fayetteville and Cane Hill, but the greater part of 
Gen. Ben McCulloch's division was at Varburen. | 

Curtis established his camp on Sugar Creek near. Brightwater, astride | 
the Fayetteville road and extending east and west several miles, | 
Various units of the Federal army were sent.to Osage Mills, Benton- 
ville, Maysville, Huntsville and Pineville. .On Feb, 23 a cavalry dé- 
tachment led by Gen. Alexander Asboth made a dash 22 miles south to 
Fayetteville but found no Confederate troops there, Two Federal divi- 
Sions, under'command of Gen. Franz Sigel, were sent to McKissick's 
farm, 4 miles west ‘of Bentonville. 

Maj. Gen. Earl VanDorn, who, at Little Rock on Jan. 29 had assumed 
command of all Confederate forces west of the Mississippl, was. at 
Pocahontas - on Feb, 23 when the-news of Curtis! invasion of northwest 
Arkansas reached him.- He ordered McCulloch's division at Van Buren to 
march ‘north’ immediately ‘'and form a junction with Price's army at Eln 
Springs. 

McCulloch's’ command ( 8,384 men and 18 pieces of artillery ) marched 
the next day. The’ march over the Boston Mountains was slow and the 
rendezvous ‘was not reached until March 3. Van Dorn and Price were al. 
ready at Elm Springs, and only Gen, Albert Pike and his Indian regi- 
ments were missing. Without waiting for Pike, VanDorn on March 4.,.moved 
out for Bentonville, where Sigel's Federal troops were in possession, 

The main Fedéral-army on Sugar Creek faced south, expecting. the 
attack: from that direction, VanDorn,: however, swung northwest with the 
intention of cutting off the Union divisions at .Bentonville,.The. latter 
succeeded in’rejoining Curtis on Sugar Creek, eh Se to a dlaying 
action fought by Sigel's cavalry. ? 

The Confederate army than marched east, and as dusk fell, took posi- 
tion a mile in. front of the Union camp and facing Curtis! army. Camp- 
fires were lighted, as if the plan was to give battle there the next 
day. ~°Van Dorn, however, had decided to make a demonstration in front 
while’ he led his main attack on the Federals! northeast flank, march-— 
ing around on the north of the Federal line, ? 7 

After suppen, leaving the campfires burning, the Confederate army 
set out on its all-night march to the Federal:rear and to a position 
on Pea Ridge north of Elkhorn Tavern, "It was a long and toilsome 
circuit. Snow fell during the night and clothed both hill and valley 
in a mantle of white." 


sl 
 . 


Some time Betis the night, the Texas troops. under McCulloch and 
McIntosh. and the Louisiana troops under’ Hebert countermarched from be- 
hind the Ridge and took position near Leetown, where they 1 were joined 
by Pike's Indians, 

VanDorn had planned to attack at daybreak,before the Federal command- 
er could turn his army around. The element of surprise was lost when 
road obstructions-..-behind the Ridge delayed the Confederate advance. 
Large trees felled across the road had tobe cut away for the artillery 
and ordnance wagons, so ‘Vandorn and Price did not reach the position 
north of the Tavern till 10 o'clock on the morning of March 7. 

It is important’ to keep in mind that the Confederate’ army. was divid- 
ed. McCulloch and McIntosh were at the west end of the battlefield, 
near Leetown, They were separated from their commanding general, Van 
Dorn, and from the Arkansas and Missouri troops under Price by the 
Ridge and by a distance of several miles. 

The Unioh troops also were split, two divisions facing McCulloch at 
Leetown, and two facing Price near Elkhorn Tavern, However, General 
Curtis had his headquarters at Pratt's Store, midway between the two, 
and could more quickly and accurately direct the movements of his army. 

Actually, the engagement of March 7 was two separate battles — the 
battle of Leetown and the battle of Elkhorn, 

The battle opened with an artillery duel north and northeast of Elk- 
horn Tavern. After an hour of cannonading, Price ordered a cavalry 
charge on the Federal batteries, which was repulsed, The cavalry then 
fought in the line’ dismounted. VanDorn and Price were waiting for the 
sound of McCulloch's demonstration at Leetown before ordering a full- 
scale attack. McCulloch's attack was delayed by the confusion of dis- 
organized detachments, chiefly Indian, on the narrow roads, 

When the action near Leetown began, it took the form of an assault 
on the front and:center of the Union lines. General McCulloch in per- 
son directed the movement. It was hard going, "up the valley and along 
its sides, ‘with vacant fields separated by strips of timber and dense 
undergrowth." Federal artillery and infantry had had time to take 
position. The batteries exacted a terrific toll. General McCulloch was 
killed; Colonel Hebert was captured. Then General McIntosh led a 
cavalry charge of five regiments across an open field andwas shot dead 
at the head of his men, 

The Federal pressure kept increasing, and Colonel Greer, who now 
commanded McCulloch's division, ordered the troops back, 

"Loss of the’ commanders’ caused paralysis of this wing of the army, 
and there was confusion and inaction till 2 o'clock." Then came a 
message ‘from VanDorn, several miles distant, ordering the civision to 
join him at Elkhorn Tavern. 

An entirely different picture was AE atElkhorn, where Price's 
troops forced the Federals back at every point, taking a heavy. toll of 
Union dead, and capturing Elkhorn Tavern. The brigades of Gen. W.Y. 
Slack and Col. Henry Little, composed of Missouri Volunteers, carried 
the brunt of the early action, Slack fell mortally wounded, — 

"It was evident that if McCulloch's division could hold its ground 
near Leetown, then’ Price's left could be ‘thrown forward, _ the whole 
line advanced, and victory won." 

Late in the aftemoon, the Confederate army made its’ supreme bid. 
Supported by artillery, the whole line advanced until they had driven 
the Federals back almost to Pratt's Store and the Leetown road. 

When night came, Little's Missourians slept on the field. Said their 
Colonel: “Our men, exhausted by the exertions of the day” “and ‘after a 
fast of 36 hours, were now released by the descending night and rested 
upon their arms on the field whence they had driven an obstinate and 
stubborn foe," 


wee 
m*. 


“— © ae fe 


mae the. oie ayanDovns now joined by what was left of McCulloch's 
division, formed his lines: east of the battlefield, in an are facing 
west. His right (‘north end’ of the battle line ) rested on “the Ridge 
‘west of.Elkhorn Tavern. His left'(south end) extended: almost to’ Pratts 
Store. The Confederate ine faced WEL The Union. line faced east ane 

‘northeast.. 
BMA nyS opening gun of the secant Awe fighting (March 8). was: fired at 
7 aeme. For an hour or more it was an artillery duel, with the Federal 
‘guns forcing the retirement, ‘ one after another,,. ‘of Good's, Wade's, 
* Hart's. and Clark's. Confederate batteries. Then the Federal infantry 
advanced, trying to turn the Confederate flanks. .."On they came, in 

overwhelming $e es) tne after line. Human endurance could stand no 

further. tax," eT > Adee | 
| Shortly before noon, VanDorn: ordered retirement » There. was no panic, 

Price! s.army..left via the Huntsville Road. to. the east. VanDorn re— 
traced his route. of the previous day, around the. Ridge; ze hacailiagint ast 
and on to VanBuren. . | 3 


: | Sources | : , 
: (‘Accounts of the battle of Pea Ridge can be found; int “then following 
books, all of which are in the University of Arkansas ‘ihren: ) 


| Rebellion Record, Volume. k 
.. -Baxter: -Pea-Ridge-and Prairie Grove. 
Confederate Military History, Volume 10 
Goodspeed: History of Northwest Arkansas 
Britton:.:The. Civil War ‘on the Border, Volume I. : 
Tunnard: History, of the 3rd Louisiana infant ry etn 
McElroy: The Struggle for Missouri (Chapter XIX, "Pea eet) 
"The Pea Ridge-Campaign" by Maj.Gen. Franz. Sigel,in 
Volume I.of Battles and. Leaders of the. Civil War (pp 314~337) 
Comte de Paris: History of the-Civil War in ‘America, Vol.I, pp 503— 514) 

: Follard: The Lost Cause {Battle of. BUcHorn pp 222-221, "Mey 


ELKHORN TAVERN 
(from Goodspeed's sgntd of Northwest Arkansas) 


The site of this famous Paver was pebbled in 1832 by James Hannors 
of Illinois,who .in.1834 sold it to William Redick, also from Illinois, 
The latter. built:the house known as the "Elkhorn, Tavern",, It was an’ 
ordinary two-story :fpame, with a front porch, to. each story,’ and as 
brick chitney on the outside at each'end, and was adorned on top with 
a huge pair of elkhorns taken from an animal killed by Mr. Casedy, who 
settled the site-of Pratt's Store’ ;which still remains on une’ Pea Rides | 
battlefield:(1889). : 

During the battle of Pea Ridge, Mr Cox, who lived. in the tavern, was 
obliged, with his mother and young wife,” to seek protection in ‘the 
cellar, The Federals ook the elkhorns from the building and sent them 
finally to New York, .and during the latter part of the war the house 
was burned, 

In 1866 J.C.Cox, .. who still owns the property (1e89),.. rebuilt the -* 
tavern upon the.original plan and on the original site. Then, through 
the assistance.of, Col. Hunt P. Wilson of St. Louis, who, with the Con=" 
federate army, _participated in the battle, he procured the return of 
the elkhorns and placed them upon the new building, where they are now 
gazed upon by the many who visit that historic place. 


Confederate Reunion at Pea Ridge on 25th Anniversary of Battle 
(from Goodspeed" History of enC Wee Arkansas) | 
on the lst day of September 1887, over 25 years after the ‘Soke of 

Pea. Ridge was fought, the people,’ with the surviving veteran soldiers, 

-met on-that famous: field to commemorate’ the event, and to witness the 

unveiling of the monument erected’to' the memory of Generals McCulloch, 

McIntosh and Sse ee other brave SALT ELEN who ‘fell on that 

Occasion. (° «:!. 3 
.., bathe’ casera for the: ‘reunion’ was’ established one mile southwest of 

. .Elkhorn: Tavern, near :a-fine gushing spring in a densely shaded grove. 

Here thousands :of Tsar including ane veterans, assembled to. enjoy 

ee the ogcasion. ..: 
About 100-yards.. southwest of the ‘old tavern stands the monument 

“built by the people of Benton County to the memory of their fallen 

_ qheroese .It- ds a.plain unpretentious ‘shaft of marble that dges credit 

.. to the donors. A few yards from the spot where the monument is erect- 
ed,, stood, Captain Bledsoe's battery, which included the famous cannon 
Ole Sacramento", which had seen service through ‘the'Mexican War, 

The address of welcome was delivered by Col.S.W.Peel, member of Con- 
gress from that district, and the response .was made by Judge C, A. 
,;-DeFrance,, .Ex—Governor Lubbock of Texas delivered the general address, 
concluding: it:.by commending both the Blue and the Gray for their 
bravery, and by exhorting his hearers to "stand by the old Constitu- 
tion as it now is, .and be a loyal ‘and conservative people." He was 
followed by Senator Berry, Col. T. J. Patton, and others who mde appro- 
priate short Speeches | 


s | 
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(Editor's ers Gen. Franz sheen} -who commanded the lst and 2nd 
Federal. Divisions -in-the battle:.of Péa Ridge, revisited the field on 
July 6, 1887, He found that. much ground had been cleared in the 25 
years -since the: battle, .but he was able to locate the house and barn 
west af Elkhorn Tavern’ where his troops had held the extreme left of 
the Federal lines on March 8; 1862.° H1so,-he found that Prattts Store 
“was still. ‘standings This mci of Sigel's gave rise to the story that 
he finished his breakfast at the Eagle Hotel in Bentonville 25 years 

“—~after he began it. The rapid advance of the Confederate army had driv- 
en him out of Bentonville on March 6, mae ) 
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Pea Ridge Briefs 


ue ee ‘William He Hee ay ‘gic Soa niieds a Confedebate regiment in the 

; battle of Pea. Ridge; ‘was.a brother: of Col. Edward H. Brooks ; who was a 
Union officen.: The Brooks brother's ‘were from Fayetteville. (Campbell's 
"One Hundred, Years of Fayetteville, Dp. 45). 

* aa MeeyatLEr the: battle, General: Sigel issued an address to the two 
divisions that he commanded in the battle. Under date of "March 15, 
Camp. Pea: Ridge", = he.. said:.- "From March 6 at 2° a.m., when you left 
:-McKissiek's.Farm. .west: of. Bentonville, to 4 p.m. on March 9° when you 
returned: from Keetsville, you marched*50 miles’, fought three battles, 

.Gaptured a battery:and flag, and took-150 prisoners." 

.+ The first company that went’ into the Confederate army from Benton 
= ¢eounty, was Co. ‘A of tthe 15th Arkansas Regiment. It was raised in the 
.., Summer of 1861. by.€apt,. J.H.Hobbs. In all,‘'I1 companies were raised. in 
. Benton county for*the Confederate army. (Goodspeed, PPe 82-83). 


To 
March 7, 1862 Keetsville 
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March 7, 1862 

During the early.morning hours of March 7, the Confederate army 
marched north from Bentonville, passing the right of the Federal army 
_as it. was then in position along Sugar Creek, facing south. 

Confederate troops under VanDorn and Price circled the Pea (Peavine) 
Ridge and took position north: of Elkhorn Tavern, 

Other Confederate troops under McCulloch and McIntosh halted behind 
the Ridge, then countermarched and took position west of Leetown,. 

Curtis, the Federal general, expected to be attacked from the south 
but early on the morning of the 7th he learned that the Confederates 
were in his rear, 

After consultation with his division commanders at Pratt's Store, 
-he faced his army about, ordering Carr to Elkhorn and Bussey and Oster— 
haus to Leetown, 

The battle at Leetown began with an Atpael by Federal cavalry which 
was repulsed. But the Confederate advance was checked by the prompt 
arrival of Col.Jeff C.Davis! division in support of Osterhaus. 

McCulloch and McIntosh fell‘while leading their troops. Deprived of 
its aiesotaias the Confederate SN GE thrown into confusion and beaten 
back. 

var" ae Warnern and Price at Elkhorn were more successful. They 
drove the: Federals. undér.Carr, Vandever and Dodge back from position 
to position and captured Elkhorn Tavern, 

VanDorn did not «follow up -his’success, and night fell with both 
armies re-grouping in preparation for the next day's battle. 
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March 8, 1862 

The withdrawal of the Confederate right wing near Leetown enabled 
Sigel and Osterhaus to move eastward along the south side of the Ridge 
to the relief of the sorely—pressed Federals at Elkhorn. 

During the night the division of Colonel Davis was called in from 
Leetown, and this brought the Federal army all together, 

The Federal line was re-formed, in the early morning hours, with 
Asboth's division on the left near the Ridge, Osterhaus in the center, 
Davis and Carr onthe right, in front of Pratt's Store, The Federal 
line faced east. 

The Confederate line, facing west, had Little on the right, next to 
the mountain, then Frost, Greer and Hill, with Gates! cavalry on the 
extreme left, 

Curtis opened the battle with cannonading, then moved his infantry 
into action, The Confederates gave ground slowly. VanDorn made a de- 
termined effort to hold the heights near Elkhorn Tavern but Federal 
artillery made the position untenable. 

The advance of two regiments of the Federal center anda flanking 
movement by the Federal right forced VanDorn's army to yield ground 
and a general retreat began. 

The main army ( chiefly Price's Missouri troops, which remained in 
good order ) retreated southeast on the VanWinkle (Huntsville) road. 
VanDorn circled the Ridge and rejoined his supply train south of Ben- 
tonville,. Other units retired northward via the Keetsville road, 

(Based on Goodspeed's History) 


CONFEDERATE TROOPS “in BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE 


Major-General Earl VanDorn, (serene es 
Missouri State eenael - Na Jor-General. Sterling Beitces 


Confederate: yannintleeds bent 2 
Escort — Cearnal's Bn. Gia - ik Cole: J. ™ Cearnal 
lst Brigade - Col. Henry. Little . 
2nd,,.Brigade — ore Gen, ‘Wht, Ver Slack 
State Troops it ose 
.. -,),@nd Division = Brig’ Gen, Martin BE. Green +» 
3rd Division - Col, John B. Clark Jr. 
Sth Division - Col. James P. Saunders - 
6th Division’ Maj. D.*H. Lindsay. .. — 4 
7th and. 9th’ Divisions ~ Brig.Gen, D. M. Frost 
Sth Division - ieee Gen, James Die poo ees ree 


McCulloch's Division - . Brig,-General Ben, NeCulloch (con. E. Gees) 


Infantry Brigade — Cols Louis: Hebert (cod, Evander NeNair) 
4th Arkansas - Col, Evander McNair . 
14th Arkansas — Col. M. C. Mitchell-., 
16th Arkansas’“+ Col,-J. F. Hill: 
17th :Arkansas.—''‘Col. F. A. Rector 
2lst Arkansas —:Col, Ds MdéRae 
3rd Louisiana —- Maj. W. F. Tunnard. 

Cavalry Brigade — Brig,—General James. Hemsted 6 eA 
lst Arkansas Mounted Rifles - Col, 7T..J. Churehil1 
2nd Arkansas Mounted Rifles —- - Uol. eDigales ee 
3rd Texas’ - Col, E. Greer ° 
th Texas:=- Col. Wms B.’Sims —_ 
6th Texas:< Col, Bs Ws Stone ~., 
lith Texas — Lt, Col, James J. Dimond 

Artillery 

Hart's, Provence's, Gaines's, ‘and Goede batteries 


Pike's Command — Brig .—General Albert Pike 


Cherokee Regiment — Col. Stand Watie. 

Cherokee Regiment - Col. John .Drew 

Creek Regiment - Col. D. N. McIntosh . 
_ Sadn .Texas Cee — Capt «. (0. AG Welch 


Other Troops; . + | aS iS 
- lst Bn, Arkansas avait Maj. We He Biehl 
19th, Arkansas Infantry - ‘Dit. Col.’ P. R.. Smith 
22nd Arkansas Infantry: ~ Col. G..W.. King 
Bn. Texas Cavalry =<Maj, Ro. P. Crump.:+. ayni i 
Bn. TexasMounted Rifles - ‘Maj. J. W. Whitfield . 
Teel's WIEXAS Bo Beeny “t ays 


(Battles and Neadbr of the Givil War’ ~, Vol. Ts 'p-337) 
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. FEDERAL, TROOPS in BATTLE OF PEA’ RIDGE - 
Brigadier-General Samel R. Curtis, commanding 
lst and 2nd Divisions - Brigadier-General Franz Sigel. 


1st Division - Col. Peter J. Osterhaus 

ist Brigade po eles BY Reet eo 
25th Illinois - Col, William M. Coler 
44th Illinois - Col, Charles Knobelsdorff 
17th Missouri _ Major. August H. Poten 

2nd Brigade - 
36th Illinois — Col. ‘Nicholas Greusel 
12th Missouri.-— Maj. ‘Hugo Wangelin 
Two companies Tllinois cavalry — Capt. Albert Jenks 

and CARES Henry Smith 

Artillery . . 

: Missouri Battery —- Capt. Martin Welfley 
hth ‘Ohio Battery. — Capt, Louis Hof fmann 


2nd Division - Brigadier-General Alexander Asboth 

lst Brigade — Col, Frederick’ Schaefer 
2nd Missouri ;— It.Col. Bernard Laiboldt 
15th Missouri ~ Col. Frarici$ J. Joliat 

. Unattached, | 
Missouri SATUS - - Maj. Emeric Meszaros 
oth Missouri Cavalry, - Col, Joseph Nemett . , 
1st Missouri Horse Battery. - Capt. G. M. Elbert 
énd Ohio: Battery,- Lt. W. B. Chapman 


3rd Division - Col, Jefferson C. Davis _ 
lst Brigade: - Col, Thomas. Pattison 
8th Indiana — Col. Wm. P. Benton 
18th Indiana — Lt.Col. Henry D. Washburn 
. 22nd: Indiana — Lt.Col. John A Hendricks (Maj, David Daily Jr) 
1st Indiana Battery — Capt. Martin Klauss 
2nd Brigade - Col. Julius White . 
Sth einoiis vt .Gol, Me S. Barnes 
59th Illinois =| DteCOhs Or H. Frederick 
Illinois Battery - Capt». P. _ Davidson | 
Cavalry 
lst Missouri — Col, C. A. Ellis 


Lth missions. - “Gols atone A. Carr 
lst Brigade — Col, Grenville M. Dodge 
35th Illinois — Col. Gustavus A. Smith (Lt.Col, Wm.P.Chandler) 
4th Iowa - Lt.Col. John Galligan 
lst Iowa Battery - Capt. Junius A. Jones (Lt. V. J. David) 
2nd Brigade — Col. William Vandever 
9th Iowa — Lt.Col. Francis J. Herron (Maj. Wm. H. Coyd) 
25th Missouri - Col. John S. Phelps 
3rd Illinois Cavalry - Maj. John McConnell 
3rd Iowa Battery - Capt. Mortimer M. Hayden 
Unattached 
3rd Iowa Cavalry — Col. Cyrus Bussey (Col. Henry H. Trimble) 
Missouri Cavalry — Maj. William D. Bowen 
3rd Missouri Infantry -— Maj. Joseph Conrad 
24th Missouri Infantry -— Maj, Eli W. Weston 


FAYETTEVILLE COLLEGE PRESIDENT REPORTS EVENTS OF 1862 


(The following excerpts are from the book, "Pea Ridge and Prairie 
Grove", published immediately after the War by the Rev.William Baxter, 
last president of Arkansas College in Fayetteville. He was an eye— 
witness of the events that he describes.) 


The Burning of Arkansas College, Fayetteville, March 4, 1862 
fost of these troops passed through our town on the 3rd and 4th of 


March, the rear guard remaining all the last night, a night not soon 
to be forgotten by me, as it witnessed the conflagration of our beau— 
tiful college building, the scene of so many useful and pleasant hours, 
Having escaped the torch during the retreat of Price and McCulloch, 
some ten days before, we had hoped that it would be spared byt we were 
doomed to disappointment. The night was clear and cloudless, nota 
breath of air was stirring, and as the smoke cutled skyward in the 
calm of midnight, this shrine of learning, the abode of peace, fell a 
sacrifice to the fierce spirit of war and destruction, 


Bodies of Dead Generals in Fayetteville, March 9, 1862 


About 10 in the morning (March 9) came the news of the charge made 
by the mounted Texas regiments, under M'Culloch and M'Intosh, upon the 
Federal batteries; the carnage was fearful, and an officer of distinc- 
tion on the Southern sidé was reported killeds;no one conjectured who 
it could be. Then the report came that a carriage was coming contain- 
ing a wounded officer; and one of those who had just returned from the 
battlefield said: "It is true, gentlemen, that a carriage is coming, 
but the officer in it, be he whom he may, is dead, for I helped lift 
him into it; his face was covered, I did not know him, but that he is 
dead, I know," 

Soon the carriage came in sight; I went across the square to inquire 
whose body it contained, and was informed that it was a wounded man 
belonging to one of the Texas regiments, I had seen enough of the 
treatment of common soldiers to know that this could not be so. The 
carriage kept on toward Fort Smith and we soon learned that it con- 
tained the body of the famous Ben M'Culloch. 

This was unexpected and startling. Matters began to wear a serious 
aspect; and just after nightfall, hearing a wagon from the direction 
of the battleground passing my door, I went out to make some inquir-— 
ies and found that it contained the body of Gen, James M'Intosh, who 
fell nearly at the same time with M'Culloch,. 

The body was taken into the house of an acquaintance of mine; I 
entered, and there he lay, cold and stark, just as he was taken from 
the spot where he fell; a military overcoat covering his person, and 
the dead forest leaves still clinging to it. His wound had not been 
examined; I aided in opening his vest and undergarments, and soon 
found that the ball had passed through his body, near, if not through, 
the heart. Some officers of the 3rd Lovisiana-- some of them wounded—— 
came with the body. 


(Some days later a Federal scouting party came to Fayette- 
ville and the Reverend Baxter met the sharpshooter who had 
killed McCulloch, He was Peter Pelican from one of the Ill- 
inois regiments.) 


One of McCulltch's Soldiers Suggests General's Premonition of Death 


W. H. Tunnard in his "History of the 3rd Louisiana Infantry"gives the 
following graphic account of an incident that occurred on the night 
before the battle of Pea Ridge: 


When we halted on the night of the 6th (March 6, 1862), fires were 
built with rails from an adjoining fence. General McCulloch came among 
the men who gathered thickly about him. He was dressed in a complete 
suit of beautiful dark and heavy velvet. 

One of the men approached the fire and not observing who-the General 
was, . tapped him on the shoulder’ with a bundle of sticks which he had 
in his hand, remarking, "I wish you would put these in that fire . and 
give me a light." The General, without moving his position, quietly 
took the splinters and thrust them into the fire. As soon as they were 
lighted, he took them out and, turning to the private, finally said, 
"Here, my good fellow,is your fire," The man was dumbfounded,confused, 
when he saw who it was that he had treated so familiarly, and mutter- 
ing an apology, hastened from the spot. His astonishment and confusion 
created much laughter among the men who witnessed the incident. 

After chatting quietly and calmly for some moments as to:the issue 
of the approaching battle, he energetically exclaimed: "I tell you, 
men, the army that is defeated inthis fight will get a h--l of a 
whipping!" Was it prophecy?. Did the unseen Angel of Death, which threw 
the shadow of its wings over his brave spirit, whisper to his soul his 
approaching doom? We know not, yet that night the men all remarked how 
different he seemed.from his usual manner. He was unusually reticent, 
and spoke in a quiet subdued voice, so unlike his customary energetic 
determined actions and speech, 


BATTLE BRIEFS 


Gen, Albert Pike's Indian troops, who played a minor part in the 
battle, consisted of Stand Watie's Cherokees on foot, Colonel Drew's 
mounted Choctaws, and Col, D.N.McIntosh's Creeks on foot. The total 
number was about 1,000. | 


After the battle an interesting correspondence ensued between Gener- 
al Curtis at Camp PeaRidge and.Gen.VanDorn at Headquarters, Van Buren, 
Curtis wrote that it had been reported to him that Union soldiers had 
been scalped by Pike's Indians, VanDorn wrote back that it had been 
reported to him that Confederates "had been murdered in cold blood by 
their captors, alleged to be Germans," 


James McIntosh, Confederate general who lost his life at Pea Ridge, 
had a brother John, who was a.Union general. The latter lest a leg at 
the battle of Winchester, 


After the battle the New Yerk Herald's correspondent rode the Hunts- 
ville, Keetsville and Bentonville roads and found the farmhouses full 
of wounded soldiers. He reported: "The whole line of buildings on the 
route hence to Keetsville is one grand hospital." 


Trott's Stand, a name that appears in several accounts ofthe battle, 
was a tavern or "stand" where Brightwater now is, It was run by one 
Fnoch Trott before the war and was patronized by early stage-—coach 
drivers. The name survived for several years, 


Winter in Fayetteville, 1861-62 


( In a History of the Third Regiment Louisiana Infantry by W. H. 
Tunnard, published’ in 1866, Chapter XV is titled "Winter in Fayette- 
ville". Major Tunnard was ’ Commarid ing: officer of the 3rd Louisiana of 

{cCulloch's division in the battle -of -Pea Ridge, Fayetteville readers 
will find the following descriptive passages of interest. WJL ) 


That night we aid under a haystack and slept till morning. The next 
day the detachment reached Fayetteville early in the morning and were 
given the college building for quarters. This was a fine édifice-— the 
main building extending east and west with two wings on the north and 
south sides. The grounds around it were beautifully laid-out and in- 
terspersed with fine oak trees. 


The boys seemed to find Fayetteville a pleasant little town, and be-— 
coming acquainted with the lassies of the-place, entered with keen 
relish and peculiar zest into all the amusements of the season.....Ihe 
days succeeded each other in rapid succession with little to vary the 
monotony save such excitement as the boys manufactured themselves..... 
The members of Co. A had’among them a fine glee club and often would 
they ‘serenade the young ladies of the place or gathering in front of 
the quarters during the pleasant evenings, fill the quiet air with 
their harmonious voices, the pleasant songs floating away in the qui- 
etude of soft-echoing refrains, 


It was not an unusual occurrence to have their vocal music returned 
by the appreciative young ladies of Fayetteville, who would come to 
the fence surrounding the quarters and charm the soldiers! senees with 
exquisite songs, warbléd in-the clear bell-like tones of women's rich 
voices. i ae 

On the 2lst of December we were visited by a cold freezing rainstorm 
which at night changed into snow......The sun rose the next day on a 
wintry scene of dazzling beauty, such as the eye seldom gazes on....It 
was one of winter's most magnificent pictures, calling for the unbound- 
ed expressions of admiration from those who had never witnessed such a 
spectacle. It was indeed something new to those who had been accustom- 
ed only to softly-smiling skies and balmy atmosphere of a land filled 
with orange groves and budding blossoms..... 


Christmas was generally observed and celebrated ‘by the detachment. 
During the morning one of Sigel's captured 6-pounders was dragged from 
the arsenal and made to thunder forth its deep-toned voice in honor of 
the occasion,....The soldiers on duty were not forgotten, for some kind 
lady friends sent them a repast of all manner of dainties and substan- 
tials and they feasted most sumptuously and royally. The festivities 
of the day ended with a large ball at the-courthouse, where assembled 
the beauty of Fayetteville —- the gay laddie. and fair lassie -- who 
tripped it: on the light fantastic toe until the wee sma’ hours of the 
succeeding morn, | | 


- The weather was usually very cold but the year went out in-mildness 
and serenity.....I[he Major having received money. on the 9th of January 
to pay the troops for 4 months, visited our quarters both to see the 
men and instruct the officers to prepare the payrolls. The intelli- 
gence was joyfully received, for the men were all. sadly in need of 
funds, . : ‘oa : 


»ee-On the 23rd of January, General Price sent a message to Fayette- 
ville that the enemy were advancing upon him in large force; that he 
was unable to hold his position.....The intelligence was immediately 
telegraphed to General McIntosh and the orders issued by Col. Hebert 
to the troops to prepare to move at an early date. The news was re- 
ceived by the men with much enthusiasm at this prospect of once again 
meeting the foe, though it required them to leave their comfortable 
winter quarters and make a long march in the inclement weather. 


‘While in expectation of receiving marching orders, Providence most 
opportunely interposed its mysterious hand to stay the fierce tide of 
War...e.eefor several days previous to the 28th it had been dark, damp 
and cloudy weather; on this day it commenced raining briskly and con- 
tinued all day until night, when it suddenly turned cold; the rain 
froze on the ground as it fell and turned into sleet and eventually 
into a blinding snowstorm. The next morning the white flakes still 
descended, until the ground was covered to the depth of 15 inches. It 
was winter indeed now, and all hopes of an expedition into Missouri 
ended,-as the roads were rendered impassable for many days to come. 


-Of-course, the Louisianians had an immense amount of sport out of 
this snowstorm, to many of them an entirely new spectacle. They snow- 
balled each other with desperate energy and finally gathering into a 
strong band, commenced: an indiscriminate ducking of every one with whom 
they came in contact. This process consisted in seizing the victims 
and rolling them in the snow....Perhaps such a winter sport was never 
witnessed in Fayetteville as then occurred. Colonels,majors, captains, 
lieutenants, lawyers, merchants, doctors and citizens all alike shared 
the same fate....elhe men respected neither persons nor places in their 
uproarious sport...They even mde a descent upon Colonel Hebert's head- 
quarters. They found the house closed but they were not to be cheated 
out of a single victim, The Colonel's dignity and position could not 
protect him now. He held a parley with the leaders and- finally: compro- 
mised the matter by inviting the whole party into his fine quarters 
and giving them some "refreshments"; very acceptable indeed....Every-— 
one joined in the sport with perfect good humor. General McCulloch's 
whole staff shared the fate of everyone else. Doubtless many years 
will roll away ere the good people of Fayetteville will forget this 
winter-—day frolic of the Louisianians,. 


Markers on Highway 62 


OLD STAGE COACH ROAD CHEROKEE TRAIL OF TEARS 1838-39 
‘ This old road was part. of. the Here passed part of 20,000 Cherokee, 
first overland mail route, Stl Louis driven by U.S.Army from their Tenn- 
to San Francisco, First trip 1858. essee-North Carolina—Georgia mount— 
Last 1861. Longest, greatest and best ains to Indian Territory. 1/3 died on 
conducted stage and mail reute of the the way. 645 wagons hauled the infirm, 
world, 2795 miles. Service twice week-— 5,000 ponies ridden, thousands forced 
ly. Fare $200. Time 25 days, 140 sta- to walk, 
tions enroute for exchange of horses Here, 1862, 1,000 Indian warriors came 
and passengers. Service ended by Civil as Southern soldiers for battle of 
War. Pea Ridge, They refused to fight in open 
battle. Each ordered to take a tree from 
Marked by which they carried en their savage war- 
Pea Ridge National Park Association fare, Marked by Pea Ridge National Park 


Erected 1933 Pr | ' Association. Erected 1933 


Monument at Elkhorn Tavern 
On the north: Gen. W. Y. Slack of Missouri 
On the west: Gen. Ben McCulloch of Texas 
On the south: Gen, James McIntosh of Arkansas 


On the east: The brave Confederate dead who fell 
on this field March 7 and 8, 1862 


Above the sandstone base is a marble block upon 
which the following verses are inscribed: 


Oh give me a land where the rains are spread 

And the living tread light on the hearts of the dead; 
Yes, give me a land that is blest by the dust 

And bright with the deeds of the downtrodden just. 


Oh give me the land with a grave in each spot 

And names in the graves that shall not be forgot. 

Yes, give me the land of the wreck and the tomb; 
There's a grandeur in graves, there's a glory in: gloom, 


The graves of our dead, with green overgrown, 
May yet form the footstool of liberty's throne, 
And each single wreck in the war—path of might, 
Shall yet be a rock in the temple of right. 


WCHS Directors Meet’ February 26. 


The board of directors of the Washington,County Historical Society 
met February 26 and completed arrangements for the Society's March 9 
pilgrimage to the battlefield of Pea Ridge. 

The directors also approved an ‘April tour to Maguiretown - and the 
White River country, Tom Feathers and W.J.Lemke will make he _arrange— 
ments, 

Mrs. Daisy Young Holcomb was named to have charge of the donat bucky 
which will contain programs, EL newspaper clippings and other 
material pertaining to the Society's activities. 

The directors voted to apply for membership in the Nebecnet Associa- 
tion of State and Local Historical Societies. ... 

Mrs, Lessie Stringfellow Read and W.J.Lemke will represént: the WCHS 
at the meeting of the Arkansas Historical Association in Little Rock 
April 11-12, 

Discussed informally were: a membership campaign, publication of a 
. historical map of Washington County, and the possibility of establish- 
ing a-county historical museum, 

Present at the February 26 board meeting were: Mrs. Read, Miss Mary 
Droke, Miss Jobelle Holcombe, A, S. Humphreys, Robert R. Logan, Lock- 
wood Searcy, Tem Feathers and W. J. Lemke, 

~-~Secretary 


LINES FOR THE DEAD OF PEA RIDGE, MARCH 7-8, 1862: 
(On the 90th EERE of the Battle). © 


Why do I sing when ‘hese for whom I sing = 
Have all been deaf to song these ninety years?’ :t 
The quiet flow of mankind's anxious tears 

Has soothed the shame and made tess sharp the: sting | 
That this encounter left. Now everything.’ es 
Is quiet here —- the long triumphant: cheers. 


Have died away; the silent, simple:biers * © 8f 0." 


Have been remembered for the ninetieth spring. 
The humble warriors ef a single blood  ~— 
Who fell in battle on this bloody slope 
Now understand who never understood: 


That hope of peace is mankind! s greatest hope. 


And nothing breaks the calm of their release 
But gentle cows whose very eyes are Seeing 


Bisel Ford 


Fayetteville, Ark., 
March 1952! 0 ssi. 


